According to Clark and Smith (1982:6): 

The Pandjima and Niabali presently perceive their territories as adjoining in the … area between Weeli Wolli Creek and the prominent peaks [to the east]. Within this boundary area, their interests are shared rather than clearly demarcated, requiring a consensus between the two groups.

Tindale (1953) noted the Banyjima boundaries to be:

…along the Hamersley scarp to the range across the Fortescue River (South Branch) from Kudaidari (Goodaidarrie) Hills. Mandjina (Munjina of maps) Pool was a Pandjima water. They went east to the headwaters of Janikudjina (Yandicoogina of maps) Creek. On the south they visited Juno (Juna) Downs Station, Perry’s Camp. 

Steve Brown (1987:14) says the Weeli Wolli area was a ‘transitional boundary’ between Banyjima and Nyiyaparli:

At the eastern end on the plateau were the Niabali and the central plateau was Pandjima territory (Fig.3).  The boundary between the two groups lay west of Weeli Wolli Creek.  Brandenstein (1967:2) notes that this was also a linguistic boundary, as Niabali is the westernmost member of the large Western desert group of languages, and Pandjima belongs to the Pilbara Tablelands linguistic group.  

Recent information indicates that this boundary area was transitional rather than clearly demarcated, and that both bordering groups recognised a joint ownership of the area and its resources. 
In 1974, Tindale’s description of Banyjima territory, cited below, also suggests that Weeli Wolli Creek is the boundary between Banyjima and Nyiyaparli: 

Upper plateau of the Hamersley Range south of the Fortescue River; east to Weediwolli [sic] Creek near Marillana; south to Rocklea, on the upper branches of Turee Creek east to the Kunderong Range.  In the later years under pressure form the Kurama, they moved eastward to Yandicoogina and the Ophthalmia Range forcing the Niabali eastward.  They also shifted south to Turee and Prairie Downs driving out the Mandara tribe, now virtually extinct [‘Punduwana], a native place not yet located, was their main refuge water in very dry times; other refuges were in Dales Gorge and at [‘Mandjima] (Mungina Creek on maps)  (Tindale 1974:255).
Clark and Smith (1982:7) describe the Banyjima as living in Onslow and the Nyiyaparli as living in Marble Bar, where their departure from tradition lands had led to loss of knowledge and a break in transmission of information to younger generations.  The traumatic break occurred in the late 1960s:

Almost overnight Aboriginal people were moved off stations, which fractured their daily relationship with the traditional lands.  Not only had Aboriginal lands been appropriated by the industry, the people were now physically and later, it would be argued, legally dispossessed from country.  Impact on traditional life was and continues to be immeasurable.  The success and viability of the pastoral industry had depended on Aboriginal labour for over one hundred years and many felt as though they left without recognition (NNTT 2002:38).

In the 1990s, the homeland movement resulted in a remarkable exodus back to tribal lands, the reopening of old Law grounds and establishment of communities assisted by agreements made between native title claimants and the mining industry. The connection to traditional lands has been remarkably resilient amongst a dwindling group of older men and women who have been able to pass on much of their knowledge to interested younger members of their language groups. Heritage work for mining companies has played a significant role in continuing this connection to land.
An Exclusion Zone is that area where permission to drill is required from the Traditional Owners. The letter to Gumala Aboriginal Corporation states:

Pilbara Iron is very aware of the cultural significance placed on the Yandicoogina waterways by Bunjima and Niapaili Traditional owners, and as a result have placed drilling Exclusion Zones around the major creeks, such as the one recently placed around Weeli Wolli Creek. Therefore, we would like to request further consultation with the key Elders involved with the establishment of the Weeli Wolli Creek Exclusion Zone regarding the construction of the proposed Water Monitoring Bores.

The letter notes: ‘The completed network of alluvial monitoring bores within the Weeli Wolli Creek are highly likely to become compliance monitoring bores as part of the approvals conditions for the potential mining of Junction South East.’

In February 2003, Eddie McDonald from McDonald Hales and Associates wrote to the ATAL Specialist Archaeologist, Sue Smalldon, expressing concerns of Banyjima and Nyiyaparli elders at the effects of geotechnical drilling in Phils Creek at the Yandi Mine. Dr McDonald (2003e) wrote:

The Aboriginal consultants expressed grave concerns regarding the proposed drilling programme, particularly in respect of what are perceived as potential primary and secondary impacts to the local hydrological regime. The Aboriginal consultants indicated that they had expressed opposition to drilling within the creekbed in 2001 when previously consulted about an evaluative drilling programme. This opposition stems largely from a more general concern with the maintenance of creeks and other drainage features intersected by the ore bodies. While many of these creeks have not been formally identified as sites per se, they are considered to represent foci for camping, ceremonies and other activities. Indeed, the Aboriginal consultants observed that it was possible historically to dig soaks in the creeks at virtually any point and obtain potable water. There is a general perception amongst the Aboriginal consultants that drilling within the creekbed may significantly alter local hydrology, which in turn may negatively impact other water sources (including places reported as ‘sites’ in the strict sense) as well as flora and fauna.

Dr McDonald (2003e) described the creeks in the Yandi area as part of a ‘cultural landscape’. He continued:
… there are precedents for the view that indirect impacts on water sources such as springs that have been listed as sites could be considered to fall under the provisions of Section 17 of the [Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972)] where this ‘destroys, damages, conceals or in any way alters any Aboriginal site.’ It is also the case that the creeks could be considered to constitute part of a ‘cultural landscape’ through their interconnections with habitation, ceremonial and other sites in the area.

Dr McDonald (2003e) listed three conditions before geotechnical evaluation drilling be allowed at Phils Creek:
1. That Aboriginal community representatives be allowed to monitor the drilling programme;

2. That the Aboriginal monitors be able to halt the drilling programme should it be deemed at any time culturally inappropriate, and;

3. That the data derived from the geotechnical drilling programme be made available to the community (preferably in both ‘technical’ and ‘plain language’ formats).

Considering all of the above, it is recommended that Aboriginal Liaison Officer Greg Tucker and Anthropologist Bill Day or other GAC representatives with a Pilbara Iron hydrologist conduct an inspection of the water monitoring, dewatering and re-injection systems, present and proposed, at and around Yandi Mine. A video tape of the recommended inspection made available to Aboriginal consultants would assist consultations in future heritage surveys of the area.

McDonald (2003a:16, 21) found no ethnographic sites in the Junction South East Mine Expansion Area (lighter shade on map) enclosed by the wider area which is the subject of this report (darker shade on map). After extensive consultations and meetings, Tonkinson and Veth (1986:11) wrote: ‘I am satisfied that there are no Aboriginal ethnographic sites of significance in the area of the proposed [Yandi] development – at least, not in the opinion of the Aborigines widely acknowledged to ‘speak for’ this particular area.’
 According to O’Connor, at a meeting held near the Yandicoogina/Marillana Creeks junction on 24 February, 1995, a Nyiyaparli elder stated ‘From this point to Weeli Wolli Creek is all clear.’  The senior Banyjima elder present stated: ‘Yes, that’s alright, No problems.’ (Minutes transcribed in O’Connor 1996:15; see also Barber 1996:36). McDonald (2003c:8) also states: ‘No ethnographic sites, with the exception of Pinnapinna, were reported by the Aboriginal consultants within the Billiards survey area.’ However, McDonald (2003a) specifically commented on ‘drilling in the creeks’ (pp.16, 21). He noted (p.16):

The Aboriginal consultants again requested that no drilling occur in the creeks in the area (eg Weeli Wolli, Marillana and Yandicoogina). However, if any impacts were necessary on the creeks, such as for water monitoring bores, groundwater dewatering discharge that specific consultation be undertaken as had previously occurred in respect of previous developments (see for example, McDonald 2003b).
The Indigenous consultants who assisted McDonald in August 2003 did not think that Site P02175 contained a burial but suggested ‘if the Aboriginal man who thought he had found burial markers in the area was still convinced about the presence of a burial, then further investigations should be undertaken and include the use of such technology as ground probing radar’ (McDonald 2003a:22). As noted in Day (2004) and Campbell (2004), a ground radar investigation was done and recommendations subsequently made. As a result, Pilbara Iron has fenced the suspected burial area,
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